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Providence or coincidence? 
A few months ago, we ran out of coffee. With the price of 

coffee, we were wondering what we were going to do. With 
an act of faith and following our usual custom, our collecting 
Little Sister placed an empty container by the statue of St. 
Joseph in the front lobby. Some of us teased her saying, 
“Shouldn’t you put a full container there, so St. Joseph knows 
what to send us?” She replied, “No, I want him to fill it with 
coffee for us.” Within a week Sister received a call from a 
coffee business in Albuquerque asking us if we would be 

willing to go there to pick up a palate of coffee. The flavor of 
the fresh coffee wasn’t exactly what the buyer had anticipated, 
and the company didn’t want the coffee to go to waste. In no 
time, Sister set out with the driver to pick up the coffee. Was 
this coincidence or an act of Providence?

St. Joseph is our provider and protector. We go to him for 
our daily needs, spiritual and material. This is just another 
one of those instances where St. Joseph came to our aid. 
Thank you, St. Joseph!

As the Coronavirus effects everyone’s lives 
throughout the country, we would like to let you all 
know that we are doing all that we can do protect our 
Residents from this virus. As you probably know by 
now, we have had to restrict all non-essential visitors 
from entering our Home. This includes all volunteers, 
Jeanne Jugan Associates who are not employees, friends 
of the Home and the Residents’ family members. We 
are sorry for the inconveniences these restrictions have 
and will cause, but we want to assure you that we, Little 
Sisters of the Poor, are here for the Residents and for 
you.  We remain fully committed to providing for the 
comfort and safety of each and every Resident in our 

Home and to keeping their families informed. 
We encourage family members to call their loved ones 

anytime and to send them cards and messages. Feel free 
to reach out to us as well. We will keep you posted of 
any changes in your loved one’s condition.

For volunteers and friends of the Home, thank you 
for your prayers and support.  We will let you know if 
there is anything you can do to help.  In the meantime, 
please keep up the prayers and feel free to send notes or 
cards to the Residents. 

Please visit our website for further updates. Thank you 
for your cooperation! 
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Thank you for your generous support!
We are very grateful for all that we receive through 

the intercession of St. Joseph. The generosity 
of people inspires our faith. From donations of 
incontinence products to coffee, from those who 
spend countless hours volunteering in the dining 
room or the development office, to those who come 
to help in the craft room, we are very grateful for 
the many services you provide to help us in our 
mission in the service of the elderly.

We are grateful for those who gave for the first 
time during the recent Christmas season, as well 
as for those who have supported us routinely 

through the years. Whether by mail or online, 
your donations have enabled us to meet the daily 
expenses involving the running of our Home.  

In the upcoming months we are looking at 
replacing our kitchen steamer ($5,000) as well 
as our large iron press (unipress) in the laundry 
($14,390.97). The iron press has served us for 
over 35 years, keeping our Residents looking 
sharp; however, replacement parts are no longer 
available.  So far, we have $100 towards the cost of a 
replacement. 

Would you help us with this expense?

Jesus and Joseph are whole again 
Our statue of St. Joseph holding the Child Jesus, 

which has stood on the top of what we call “Tepeyac 
Hill,” has become weather beaten. The head of the 
child Jesus came off, together with a thumb. Thanks 

to a friendly laborer and a donation from a generous 
benefactor, we were able to have the statue repaired, 
painted and sealed. Now, St. Joseph sits proudly over 
Villa Guadalupe, offering us his constant protection.  
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A Christmas To Remember
For Christmas, the Residents and a few of the 

children of the staff helped put on a short play enacting 
the birth of Jesus before the Little Sisters gave them 
their Christmas wishes. Everyone was touched by the 
simplicity of the event. 

Our local shepherd, Bishop James Wall, joined us for 
Christmas Eve Mass. One of the Residents had the thrill 
of a lifetime as she presented the infant Jesus to Bishop 
Wall to place in the manger.

Meet our New Centenarian! 
Eileen Ledford was born April 17, 1920 in Corona, New 

Mexico. The daughter of Gallup’s first registered nurse, she 
was eager to embark on a career in nursing, and began her 
nursing education in Denver immediately following her 
graduation from high school. She worked in Fort Defiance 
hospital for a year before she was commissioned into the 
United States Navy to serve as a nurse during World War II. 
Eileen served with the Navy in San Francisco, in New Guinea, 
where she made the acquaintance of John F. Kennedy, and 
Sydney, Australia, where she met her husband, Linn Ledford.

After her service in the Navy, Eileen continued on to have 
an accomplished career in nursing. She worked as a labor and 
delivery nurse in southern California, served as supervisor for 
school nurses in Phoenix, and became President of the LA 
County School Nursing Association.

Eileen has lived with at  Villa Guadalupe for five years. 
When asked the secret to living a long life, Eileen gives credit 
to her good genes and to her parents’ insistence on good 
nutrition and a healthy daily breakfast.

We all wish Eileen a very happy and blessed 100th birthday!

Update: Repairmen on the Roof
Although the weather has not always cooperated, the 

shingles have been laid on the main part of our building. 
The skylights in the hallway have been raised to meet current 
specifications and aid in controlling rainwater or snowmelt 
on the roof. Over the next couple of weeks, the north side 
of the apartment roof will be shingled and the remaining 
gutters will be placed.  

Fundraising efforts are underway for phase 2 and phase 
3 of our reroofing. These will include water intrusion 
remediation, which is currently being studied to figure out 
the best way to avoid water coming into the apartments in 
the future. For both projects, we have a total of $500,000.00, 
however cost estimates are projected at approximately 
$800,000.00 for each of the remaining phases. 

With a significant deficit to make up, we would be most 
grateful for your help with this important project!
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To our benefactors, friends, and families 
here and abroad,

This little message from everyone 
here at Villa Guadalupe is to invite you 
to share our sentiments and thoughts 
for this Lenten and Easter season.

It’s the time of year when everything 
in nature is changing and we perceive 
promise of new life and new hope. Just 
as people who love their homes do a 
spring cleaning in preparation for the 
holiday, and just as the flowers burst 
into bloom and birds cheer us with 
their song so, we ask you to join us in 
our preparation for Easter, that we may 
partake in all the graces that God has 
instilled in his faith-filled people. May 
our hearts be free and ready, as we pray, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God 
and renew a right spirit within me” 
(Psalm 51:10).

We thank the Lord for all his 
blessings, which we often receive 
through your kind heart and selfless 
giving. You thus help us to continue 
our mission of taking care of the elderly 
poor. 

We pray that you may be filled with 
the spirit of Joy and that you will 
receive Easter blessings for you and 
your dear ones. 

 Happy Easter!
Mother Sarah Maria, l.s.p.

Mother's Message Ways to Give
Recurring Gifts: 

If you donate online, you can choose to schedule donations that repeat automatically 
at a frequency that works best for you.

Matching Gift: 
To make your donation go even further, check to see if your employer has 

a matching gift program.

AmazonSmile: 
Signup for AmazonSmile and designate Little Sisters of the Poor of New Mexico 

as your charity, and a portion of your purchases will be donated to us.

Planned Giving: 
Consider leaving a legacy of providing for the elderly by choosing 

Little Sisters of the Poor of New Mexico as a beneficiary of your will or trust.

Honorariums or Memorials:
Give a donation to honor a special person in your life, to recognize a significant 

achievement or anniversary, or to remember a loved one.

A Message to our Benefactors
We greatly appreciate your support.  During this unprecedented time, we seek your 

indulgence if we are unable to thank you in a timely manner.  Please know that we are 
grateful for your continued support.  During this time, you can help us save on postage by 
asking us to send you a letter at the end of the year that will acknowledge the donations 

you made throughout the year.

“Soup for the Soul” Fundraiser 
Postponed

Due to the Coronavirus, our “Soup for the Soul” fundraiser that was 
planned for April 18, 2020, will be postponed to a later date.  We will be 
in contact with those individuals who have already purchased tickets.  Also, 
we will proceed with the Reverse Raffle drawing on April 18, 2020.  We 
anticipate recording the drawing and posting it and the winning numbers 
on our website.  Please visit our website for further updates.  As a reminder, 
all proceeds from this raffle support our “Raise the Roof” project.  There is 
still time to help.  Online donations will be accepted until noon on April 18, 
2020, the day of the raffle.


