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We don’t have a real chimney, but 
we’ve come to enjoy the rhythm of 
“click, click, clicks” on our roof with 
the work that has begun on our re-
roofing project. We are certainly blessed 
to have begun the first phase of the 
project, which consists of replacing the 
most damaged parts of our roof. But 
the remaining areas of the Home must 
also be reroofed — so we still need 
significant funding. We trust in God’s 
Providence, knowing that it will be 
accomplished according to his plan! 

On a winter’s night in 1839, Jeanne 
Jugan welcomed Anne Chauvin into 
her home. Anne, a poor, blind, and 
paralyzed old woman, had absolutely 
nowhere to go. Selflessly, Jeanne Jugan 
placed Anne on her back, carried her 
up a spiral staircase, and gave the old 
woman her own bed. With Anne tucked 

in, Jeanne climbed the ladder to the 
attic to sleep under their slated roof. 
Since rain and sleet were very common 
in France’s northwestern region of 
Brittany, Jeanne no doubt often heard 
the “clicking” noise of rainfall tapping 
on the roof during the night. We’re 
counting on her to intercede for us and 
help us to complete our reroofing, as 
well as all the other challenges involved 
in maintaining a home for the elderly.

Here in Gallup, we are blessed to be 
able to continue the inspiring mission of 
St. Jeanne Jugan by sharing our Home 
with forty-five Residents who come 
from various cultural backgrounds and 
life experiences. Despite such diversity, 
they all share the common need of a 
loving and supportive home. Aside from 
our building’s physical structure and 
newly renovated roof, it is LOVE that 

characterizes all of our actions here at 
Villa Guadalupe. 

Some of our Residents arrive worn 
down by the misfortunes of life, but 
after a while they respond to love, which 
often leads to an inner transformation. 
This change can be likened to the 
personalities who visited the Christ 
Child in the manger in Bethlehem. 
In the Gospels, we read that the 
shepherds came to see Jesus but were 
transformed by his presence. We also 
read that the Magi returned by another 
route since they believed that they 
had seen the King. This Christmas 
may our encounter with the Christ 
Child transform us, that we go away 
by another route in order to spread the 
charity that only the Lord can inspire. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

“Up on the house-top, click, click, click, 
down through the chimney, is good St. Nick”
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Have you ever thought about what it would be like to 
be St. Jeanne Jugan?  The charismatic inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit to welcome Anne Chauvin into her home, is 
the gift that God places in the heart of every Little Sister 
of the Poor and in the heart of each young woman God 
is calling to join us.

St. Jeanne Jugan’s mission to the neediest elderly has 
spread to all parts of the world. As you might recall, it 
was at the request of Bishop Jerome J. Hastrich, that 
the Little Sisters of the Poor came to Gallup to respond 
to the needs of the elderly poor in this missionary 
diocese. Jeanne Jugan’s founding gesture thus occurred 
here in Gallup on January 5, 1984. Serenity, our 
national magazine, published in the summer of 1986, 
recounts the welcome of the first elderly person into 
the Home. We read: 

The Little Sisters were returning to the Mission 
when they spotted a thin elderly lady about a 
half-mile off the road. The lay missionary who 
accompanied them immediately recognized her 
as one of the recipients of their ‘meals on wheels.’ 
Somehow locked out of her one-room home, 
the lady wandered down the road carrying a 
pillowcase containing a blanket and a pound of 
government butter. She was blind in one eye, and 
had a severely deformed right arm. After locating 
one of her relatives down the road, the Little Sisters 
obtained permission to take her home with them.

Within a week, another elderly lady would come to 
the Home. In the same issue of Serenity, we learn that 
an elderly medicine lady had almost frozen to death in 
her hogan (home), since she could not get coal, water, or 
food. She had moved into her daughter’s overly-crowded 
house when the Little Sisters stopped in. She told them 
in English that she would go with them.

Since these first welcomes, more than 433 Residents 
have been offered hospitality in our Home. Stories of 
the plight of the elderly in the area who live alone, have 
no other living relatives, or come from very delicate 
situations are countless. God, in his Providence, directs 
the Residents to us and we are privileged to be able to 
serve them. 

Jeanne’s vision of caring for the needy elderly as 
one family extended far beyond the Little Sisters and 
Residents. She believed that because God is our Father, 
all men and women are brothers and sisters — members 
of one family — and thus responsible for one another.

As our friends and benefactors, you become part of 
our very large family. Every day, we gather with our 
Residents and pray for your intentions in thanksgiving 
for your kindness. Each month, in all our Homes 
throughout the world, a Mass is offered for all of our 
benefactors. You and your loved ones are remembered 
in all of those Masses. Our prayers and these Masses 
are the best gift that we can offer you, and we do so 
wholeheartedly. May St. Jeanne Jugan obtain blessings 
in abundance for you!

Continuing St. Jeanne Jugan for 
the last 35 years in Gallup
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Making a House a Home
Each day our 

Residents engage 
in various activities 
ranging from chair 
exercises to hobbies 
and games. Some of 
the gentlemen have 
discovered a new 
hobby of making 
bird houses, 
bringing back skills 
like carpentry from 
the past. For others, 
it’s the first time that they have done this kind of work. For all 
of those who participate, this is a most enjoyable and satisfying 
activity.

One afternoon a month, the kitchen and activity staff 
get together with the Residents for “Chef’s Day.”  On that 
afternoon, they make something together. During their first 
encounter, the Residents had the joy of making tortillas. Since 
then, they have made fry bread, blue corn sugar cookies and 
other desserts. This is something that everyone seems to enjoy 
— especially the taste-testing part!

We are privileged to have a chapel in our Home, and 
Residents take advantage of living under the same roof with 
Jesus. The Residents visit the chapel throughout the day, taking 
turns leading a decade of the rosary. 

Thank you, Gallup! 
On August 31, 

Residents, Sisters, 
Associates, Staff, 
and Friends joined 
the Little Sisters 
in thanking the 
people of Gallup for 
their support over 
these last 35 years. 
Announcements 
were made on 
the local radio 
explaining more 
about a planned parade. Staff and Sisters joined in the 
preparations. Talented staff members created cloth banners 
painted with various images of our foundress St. Jeanne Jugan. 
The banners were meticulously measured, so that they would 
fit perfectly on the vehicles.

When the time came, balloons were inflated, leis intertwined 
to form a chain, fringe made — all to transform the various 

vehicles into floats!  A couple of Residents came out to provide 
their own feedback on how things should be done. Around 
6 p.m., the vehicles made their way to downtown Gallup, 
passing in front of the Courthouse, to arrive at Gurley’s Motor, 
the starting point of the parade. Willing Residents were 
assisted and secured on their “float.”  The parade was lead by 
the Knights of Columbus, the Gallup Fire Department, and 
State Farm Insurance. The Residents were thrilled to have this 
opportunity to be in a parade, although small, and waved at 
everyone they saw on the streets. Supporters cheered as they 
saw this once in a lifetime sight.

Our gratitude extends beyond this single day, for it is every 
day that we are witnesses of God’s Providence. As the year 
draws to a close, we reflect with prayerful appreciation on all 
of the gifts that we have received. Our hearts fill with wonder 
and gratitude and in the spirit of Christmas joy and we assure 
you of our daily prayers. May the coming year find your heart 
rejoicing in the glory of Christ’s birth and the knowledge that 
God is working in your life and the lives of those you cherish. 

#GivingTuesday
#GivingTuesday is 

a world-wide giving 
moment that has been 
built by individuals, 
families, organizations, 
businesses and 
communities in all 50 
states and in various 
countries around the 
world. #GivingTuesday 
is held annually on 
the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving (in the 
US) and after the widely recognized shopping events, Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday. This kicks off the holiday giving 
season and inspires people to collaborate in improving their 
local communities and to give back in meaningful ways. This 
year #GivingTuesday falls on December 3.

We joined #GivingTuesday this year. We are happy to 
welcome the needy elderly into our Home. But we can’t do it 
without your help!  Your #GivingTuesday donation will help 
us to provide a comfortable Home for our Residents.

Every act of generosity counts!  Like the loaves and 
fishes, the Lord will bless your gift and together all the 
gifts added up. You can help by donating online at www.
Littlesistersofthepoorgallup.org or by mailing your donation 
in the enclosed envelope.

Around Our Home: Villa Guadalupe

Will you help us continue to provide a loving 
home for the elderly by making a #GivingTuesday 
gift on December 3?



Serving the elderly poor in Gallup since 1983.

www.littlesistersofthepoorgallup.org

save the date

Dear Friends,

This time of the year fills us with 
gratitude for all those special people 
in our lives. We can’t help but think 
about the first Little Sisters who 
willingly and selflessly came to 
America 150 years ago, leaving behind 
all that they knew, to come here to 
serve the elderly poor. Those same 
Little Sisters, before leaving France, 
had prayed in the newly constructed 
and dedicated chapel of La Tour, in 
the very chapel where St. Jeanne Jugan 
would go to accompany these Little 
Sisters with her prayers. In a similar 
stride, the first Little Sisters arrived 
at our Mission Home here in Gallup 
35 years ago. They didn't know the 
language of the Navajo people, but 
they learned and adapted to the 
culture as they welcomed the first 
elderly into the Home

As we enter into the season of 
Advent, we recall with prayerful 
expectation the coming birth of 
Christ. We pray that Our Lord may 
continue to fill you with blessings, joy 
and love during this special time of the 
year. 

Thank you and may God, from 
whom all blessing come, remain with 
you during this Christmas season and 
throughout the new year!

God bless you,

Mother Sarah Maria, l.s.p.

Electric Iron Press for the 
Laundry: $21,589.50

Our current iron press is over 35 years 
old with obsolete parts. It is used daily 
to press the Residents clothing and keep 
them looking nice.

Raise the Roof Fund:  Goal: 
$1,200,000

The roof will be replaced in two 
phases. Phase 1 began in November 
with an anticipated cost of $550,000, 
replacing two flat roofs with 
Thermoplastic Polyolefin (TPO) roof 
and re-shingling the adjacent areas. 

Phase 2 will cover the remaining 
parts of the roof — replacing one flat 
roof with TPO and re-shingling the 
remainder of the roof.

We Need Your Help!Mother's Message

Spring Fling at the Elks
April 18, 2020

Soup, Salad, Reverse Raffle, 
and more!

6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Support Our Home 
When You Shop on 

Amazon Smile
This Holiday 

Season 
Amazon Will Donate A Percentage Of 
Your Purchase To Us

It’s easy to support us with no extra cost 
to you. Here’s how:
1.  Visit SMILE.AMAZON.COM or click on 
the Amazon Smile Logo on the Donation 
Page of our website
2.  Sign in to Amazon
3.  In the “Choose Your Charity” option, 
select
“Little Sisters of the Poor of New Mexico”
4.  Begin shopping as usual on Amazon
5.  Pass the word to your friends by 
sharing on Facebook, Twitter or via email


